ASC Major Program Goals and Objectives

In Major Programs of study, students will take coursework concentrated in one or more of the

disciplines within the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences. Learning outcomes to be achieved in

each distinct program of study are described below.

International Studies

Encourage students to develop their study, reading, analytical, research, presentational (oral

and written), critical thinking, and cooperative learning skills within an interdisciplinary framework;

Foster an interdisciplinary understanding of U.S. and world cultures and regions and to

appreciate their place in international affairs and the study of international relations;

Introduce students to basic concepts, analytical perspectives and methodologies used in the

study of the humanistic and social scientific disciplines of language, anthropology, culture,

economics, history, literature and politics;

Promote relatively advanced foreign language skills;

Allow students, through their study abroad, internship (domestic and international), and

research opportunities to become familiar with governments, international organizations, the

private sector and civil society and to prepare them for study, work, and active citizenship

locally and globally;

Prepare students for a lifetime of cultural, social, environmental, and technological change.

o Students will be able to do research, develop an argument, and organize data and

evidence, demonstrating effective oral and written communicational skills;

o Students will be able to think critically and in interdisciplinary ways about regional and global issues that play a role in their defining their own, and their country’s, place in the world;

o Students will learn to identify regional and international issues and problems and to

analyze their causes and consequences working both individually and in groups;

o Students will learn from their own study abroad, internship, and research experiences as well as from material presented in the classroom.

